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	 The	month	of	May	saw	a	first	for	the	
Oregon	Legislature	when	it	scheduled	a	
May	22	hearing	in	the	Senate	for	a	cougar	
bill,	HB	2624A.	All	previous	cougar	bills	
had	come	to	the	Senate	and	died	without	
ever	having	a	hearing.	
	 Why	did	it	happen	this	year?	In	large	
part	 it	was	 due	 to	 the	OHA	members	
and	 other	 pro-hunting	 group	members	
who	 took	 time	 to	respond	 to	our	email	
alerts	 and	 send	 emails	 to	 the	members	
of	the	Senate	Environment	and	Natural	
Resources	Committee	 asking	 them	 for	
a	 hearing.	We	 greatly	 appreciate	 your	
sending	those	emails.	Your	efforts	paid	
off	in	a	big	way!	Thank	you	all!
	 There	were	 two	 cougar	 bills	 intro-
duced	this	legislative	session,	and	this	is	
the	bill	that	passed	the	House	and	is	now	
in	 the	Senate.	This	bill	 provides	 that	 a	
county	is	exempt	from	the	statute	banning	
the	use	of	dogs	to	hunt	cougars	if	voters	
approve	a	county	measure	proposed	by	
initiative	petition	or	referred	to	the	people	
by	the	governing	body	of	the	county.	The	
Senate	hearing	consisted	of	two	panels,	a	
pro-bill	panel	that	included	OHA	Chair-
man	 of	 the	Board	 Joe	Ricker,	 and	 an	
anti-bill	panel.	The	hearing	began	with	
ODFW	staff	explaining	the	Cougar	Man-
agement	Plan	and	how	it	is	implemented.	
Despite	testimony	from	the	panel,	OHA	
representatives	and	other	supporters,	the	
Senate	committee	declined	 to	 schedule	
a	work	session,	which	is	required	for	the	
bill	to	move	forward.

LOP bill passes House,
advances to the Senate

	 One	of	the	priority	bills	that	OHA	is	
working	on	this	session,	this	bill	is	based	
on	 recommendations	 from	 the	ODFW	
LOP	workgroup	 that	met	 throughout	

2012	 and	 into	 2013	 to	work	 on	 issues	
concerning	the	LOP	program.	Workgroup	
members	included	OHA	and	stakeholders	
from	 the	 ranching,	 farming	 and	 timber	
industries.	This	 bill	 passed	 out	 of	 the	
House	and	is	now	in	the	Senate.

Bill would repeal sunset
on ODFW hiring agents
	 This	bill	repeals	the	current	sunset	on	
the	hiring	of	agents	(January	2014)	and	
allows	ODFW	to	continue	to	appoint	a	
person	to	act	as	an	agent	for	the	purpose	
of	 using	 one	 or	more	 dogs	 to	 hunt	 or	
pursue	 black	 bear	 or	 cougar.	The	 bill	
was	 amended	 in	 the	House	Committee	
on	Agriculture	 and	Natural	Resources	
to	 require	ODFW	 to	 report	 biennially	
regarding	the	department’s	appointment	
and	use	of	agents.	

Guides and packers bill 
reaches Ways & Means
	 HB	2039	updates	the	Marine	Board’s	
Guides	 and	Packers	 program.	The	 bill	
contains	 the	 results	 of	 a	Marine	Board	

workgroup	 that	 spent	 a	 whole	 year	
reviewing	 the	 current	 program	 and	 its	
needs.	The	bill	is	in	Ways	and	Means.	
 

Anti-Trapping bill dies;
ballot initiative looming
	 This	 bill	would	 prohibit	 the	 use	 of	
body-gripping	traps	to	trap	animals.	The	
bill	would	have	changed	the	time	period	
during	which	traps	must	be	checked,	and	
it	required	that	traps	must	be	identified	
with	a	marker	or	metal	tag.	The	bill	also	
would	have	provided	that	traps	may	not	
be	set	in	an	area	that	extended	100	feet	
outside	 the	 boundary	 of	 trails,	 camp-
grounds	and	picnic	areas.	
	 Proponents	of	this	bill	are	still	actively	
pursuing	an	initiative	to	ban	trapping	in	
the	November	2014	election.	OHA’s	30th	
Anniversary	 State	 Convention	 raised	
$7,500	dedicated	specifically	to	fight	the	
anti-trapping	initiative	through	the	gener-
ous	donations	of	guests	in	attendance.

Preference point reward
bill dies in committee 
	 This	bill	would	have	required	ODFW	
to	 establish	 an	 incentive	 program	 to	
increase	 compliance	with	mandatory	
hunting	reporting	requirements.	The	bill	
would	have	removed	the	$25	penalty	and	
added	 language	 to	 create	 an	 incentive	
program	 that	would	 allow	 preference	
points	be	given	 to	a	person	 for	 reports	
submitted	by	that	person.

Cougar bill receives hearing in Oregon Senate

A bill to grant Oregon some relief from 
cougars had a Senate hearing on May 22.

For the latest information on all the 
bills we’re following as the session 
nears its end, visit our website at
www.oregonhunters.org/leg.htm



CALENDAR
MAY 26

OHA Rogue Valley Chapter commemora-
tive at Denman Wildlife Area kiosk

MAY 31
Turkey, spring bear seasons close

JUNE 1-2
OHA chapter workshop, 541-643-5327

JUNE 8
OHA Umpqua Chapter banquet, 

541-430-4722;
OHA Pioneer Chapter campout, 

503-632-6756;
OHA Rogue Valley Chapter Young Oregon 

Hunters Day, 541-890-2029

JUNE 14-16
OHA Capitol Chapter aspen project, 

503-399-1234

JUNE 15
OHA Klamath Chapter Youth Day, 

541-591-2452;
E.E. Wilson Youth 

Day, 503-580-8713

JUNE 20
Controlled hunt results out

JUNE 21
Summer begins

JUNE 21-23
OHA Tioga Chapter Youth Outdoor Ed. 

Camp, 541-267-2577;
OHA Capitol Chapter Paulina project, 

503-930-0213;
OHA Ochoco Chapter habitat project, 

541-447-6751

JUNE 29
OHA Lake County Chapter youth day, 

541-417-0042

JULY 20
OHA Capitol Chapter youth shotgun 

clinic, 541-996-9984

JULY 21
OHA Capitol Chapter sporting clays fun 

shoot, 541-996-9984

OHA in Action around Oregon
OHA has been active this spring in 
improving habitat, working on hunting-
related bills in the Oregon Legislature, 
training the next generation of Oregon 
hunters, and of course raising funds for 
all these efforts. Here are just a few recent 
examples from early May:

OHA raised thousands of dollars for 
its mission and the fight against the 
anti-trapping initiative at its 30th 
Anniversary State Convention in 
Lincoln City on May 18.

A crowd of more than 400 people, 
including 152 kids, gathered at the 
Myrtle Point Sportsmen’s Club on 
May 4 for the annual Youth Day 
put on by the OHA Tioga Chapter. 
OHA will host many other youth 
events this spring and summer.
For information, visit 
www.oregonhunters.org

The OHA Capitol Chapter spent 
May 4 improving and maintaining 
wildlife habitat along the power line 
corridor that crosses the Detroit 
Ranger District in the Willamette 
National Forest.

The forests on the north coast are a little 
cleaner thanks to about a dozen members 
of the OHA Clatsop County Chapter who 
picked up and hauled away about 10 cubic 
yards of garbage.

The Redmond Chapter of OHA 
added two new fields located 
on BLM lands along the John 
Day River near Mitchell to its 
current 300 acres of old agricul-
tural lands on Bridge Creek.

Volunteers from the Josephine County 
Chapter of OHA piled brush on two 
acres of forest on May 11, and volun-
teers from OHA’s Rogue Valley Chapter 
gathered near the former site of the 
Elk Creek dam to improve five acres of 
habitat for wildlife by cutting and pil-
ing conifers that were encroaching into 
meadows and oak groves.


